Annotating a Novel or Story

A. Purpose

· Helps the reader to locate important information quickly.  

· Helps the reader to have the definitions of unfamiliar words readily available in the book.

· Helps the themes, patterns, repetition, foreshadowing, and other literary devices. 

· Enables better comprehension of the story.

***Annotating is a means and not the end goal when reading literature. If you discern that your son/daughter is working as if annotating were the end goal, please encourage him/her to see Mr. Navarrette***

B. Page Headings

· Make a brief summary with a word or small phrase that captures the content of the page.
· Some of the things you might also want to use are the introduction of new characters, major themes, important descriptions, good quotes, etc.

· Write neatly so they are easy to read.  (Time invested when labeling neatly will save you time later.

C. Highlighters

· Use your highlighters to mark important points, words, statements, etc.  Use the different colors to represent different things. 

·  Use your highlighters sparingly.  Highlighting a whole page is not going to be very helpful since you will then have to reread the entire page to find what was important. 

· Key

· Blue = Vocabulary (definition written in red or blue pen in the margin)

· Green = Setting,              

· Yellow = Major or Key Events

· Orange = Important Quotes             

· Pink = Character Descriptions/Developments/Analysis

· Purple= Very important events or to break up large areas of the same color

D. Side Margin Notes

· Use side margin notes to clarify what has been highlighted (if highlighting many lines for a character….write the name of the character in the margin)

· Use side margin notes to write down Seminar Questions

E. Seminar Questions

· Invite all students to engage in a literary work to uncover what is revealed about God, man, good and evil. 

· Will enable a class to have an extensive dialogue. 

· Will help students see the universals (that which is common to all men) upon which the particulars (setting, plot, dialogue, characters, etc.) are directed.

· Students should find 1 Seminar Questions per chapter

