8th Grade Bible (Worldview, The 10 Commandments and Apologetics)

Contact Information:

Mr. Navarrette      992-8140 ext. 294    knavarrette@pvcp.org
   Help time: Thursday 3:15-4:00pm 

Course Overview:

The content of the eighth grade Bible course focuses on the Christian Worldview as a foundation for testing how we can have knowledge of what exists and how we ought to live. This course takes an apologetic approach to justifying the truth of Christianity over and against other worldviews. Another component of this course focuses on the Ten Commandments for the foundation of ethical beliefs and purpose in life.  We discuss each commandment in the setting of today’s moral and ethical challenges. From this course, students should develop a clear understanding of their worldview and understand how they ought to live consistently with that worldview.
Course Content:
A. Participation- Students are expected to engage in classroom discussion with thoughtful dialogue. 

B. Bible Reading/Journaling- Students will be completing weekly Bible journaling, which will require them to read an assigned portion of Scripture and answer basic questions about the reading. Time in class is allotted for this assignment, but students may need to complete their journals at home. This is ongoing, independent work that will be regular homework each night if not completed in the class time allocated. 
C. Quizzes- Students will have quizzes over the material discussed in class each day. ***Students are encouraged to study the notes from that day’s class each night in preparation for quizzes.
D. Memory Verse Quizzes- Students will have a memory verse quiz each week. Assignments connected with the memory verse may also be assigned. 

E. Tests- All tests will be taken from notes in class and are an accumulation of quiz questions from throughout the week or weeks. Students will be given a study guide, and/or we will review in class prior to a test. 
F. Student Presentations/Debates- Students may be asked to orally present a reflection of a reading or on an alternative worldview. Students will also be asked to be part of a panel debate regarding apparent ethical dilemmas. These debates will help the students to uncover their understanding of God’s law and gain perspective from an opponent’s position while still fostering intellectual dialogue. 
Nature of the Course: This class is taught from the understanding that students are in the dialectic stage of learning. In this stage, students are generally beyond the grammar/informative level of understanding and desire to question/reason out their prior grammatical belief/understanding. Students will be challenged to engage in self-examination to uncover if they understand their beliefs and have rational justification for these beliefs. By God’s grace, through the challenges provided by the nature and content of this course, students will establish a defense of their faith and meaning to their lives.

Course Texts: 

A. NIV Bible

B. Why So Many Gods
2013-2014 Outline of the Year

I. Overview of Current Challenge and how to respond

· Skepticism

· Fideism

· Knowledge

II. Worldview (An Overview)

· Definition

· Breakdown of a Worldview (Epistemology, Metaphysics, and Ethics)

III. Epistemology (Knowledge is Possible)

· Nihilism

· How we can objectively know

· Reason (The Laws of Thought)

IV. Metaphysics (What exists? What is eternal?)

· Ontological Argument (Something Must be Eternal)

· Cosmological Argument (Only Some is Eternal)



-Matter Exist



-Matter is Not Eternal



-Individual Soul Exists



-Individual Soul is Not Eternal

· Teleological Argument (Moral Design)




-Problem of Evil




- Hume’s Dialogue and popular response




-Free-Will Solution




-Ironic Solution

FROM GENERAL REVELATION TO SPECIAL REVELATION

V. The Christian Worldview (Genesis 1-3)

· Creation

· Fall 

· Redemption

VI. Critical Analysis of other Worldviews

· Deism





· Atheism/Naturalism

· Mormonism

· Jehovah Witness

· Hinduism

· Buddhism

· Bahá'í 

· New Age

· Existentialism

· Islam

VII. Ethics: The Moral Law (10 Commandments)

A. 1st Commandment (Debate)


F. 6th Commandment (Debate)

B. 2nd Commandment (Debate)


G. 7th Commandment (Debate)

C. 3rd Commandment (Debate)


H. 8th Commandment (Debate)

D. 4th Commandment (Debate)


I. 9th Commandment  (Debate)

E. 5th Commandment (Debate)


J. 10th Commandment (Debate)

VIII. Apologetics


A. Review the Objective Proof for the Existence of God (Overview/Review of Metaphysics)


B. Nature of God


C. Need for Scripture in light of the Problem of Evil


D. Christianity as the only rationally consistent worldview 

Teacher reserves the right to modify the tentative outline of the year

